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Report says | 
cops allowed 
’69 rampage 


By Larry Green 
and Rob Warden 

The Police Department knew 
a week in advance and could, 
have legally stopped the vio- 
lent October, 1969, riots by the' 
Weatherman ■ faction of Stu- 
dents for a Democratic 
Society. 

This is perhaps the single 
most startling finding of the 
grand jury investigating police 
spying. 

The grand jury called this 


failure by the police a “callous 
disregard for the health and 
property of those harmed” 
during the so-called Days of 
Rage. 

THE GRAND jury report 
was presented Monday to 
Crimiital Court Judge Richard 
J. Fitzgerald. 

In the most violent of the 
week-long Days of Rage dem- 
onstrations and riots. Sheriff 
Richard J. Elrod, then an as- 
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sistant city corporation coun- 
sel, was injured and crippled 
for life. 

There also was widespread 
damage as rioters swept 
through the Loop and the Gold 
Coast area smashing windows. 

A WEEK before the riots, 
the grand juiy said, policemen 
who had infiltrated the Weath- 
erman faction submitted de- 
tailed “accounts of meetings in 
which leaders agreed to com- 
mit acts of violence,” the 
grand jury said. 

“These officers also wit- 
nessed acts in furtherance of 
this conspiracy, including 
gathering of weapons, the 
drawing of maps and the prep- 
arations for escape,” the jury 
said. 

With this information, “po- 
lice could have arrested the 
leadership of the Weatherman 
faction and prevented the 


riots, but they did not,” the,; 
jury said. 

When jurors asked why not, 
they were told by police offi- 
cials that “acts of violence 
must actually occur before ai^^ 
charges can be brought to the”" 
state’s attorney’s office.” • ■ 

“THIS, OF COURSE, is ab- . 
surd and totally wrong,” the 
grand jurors said. “In Illinois' 
it is a crime to conspire to 
commit an offense if a step in 
the furtherance of the agree-, 
ment is committed. 'V-,, 
“In this case, weapons were ' 
gathered, maps drawn, es- . 
cape routes established.” , . , 
Failure to stop the Days of 
Rage, the jury concluded, “is 
characteristic of the entire po- 
lice spying operation.” 
“Peaceful groups were spied 
upon and disrupted for appar- 
ently political reasons while -a- 
violent group was permitted 
to carry out their intended 
plan of violence,” the jury 
said. 



